[The mechanism of natural resistance in the rat to Entamoeba histolytica].
The data presented in this paper may be summarized as follows: 1) intraportal injection of a virulent strain (HM-1) of Entamoeba histolytica in Wistar rats, of both sexes, gives way to non-progressive microscopic changes, characterized by a rapid leukocytic reaction surrounding the amebas, disappearance of the parasites within 5 hours, and total lack of hepatic damage; 2) leucopenia only modifies the previous description by the fact that there are no leucocytes around the amebas, although these disappear in the same time, showing, at this moment, an early and prominent vacuolar degeneration; 3) hypocomplementaemia shows the same results as leucopenia; 4) fragments and extracts from various tissues from the rat and hamster show variable degrees of interference with the viability of axenic amebas of Entamoeba histolytica conserved in culture; only a minimal part of the interference to be due to the activity of the complement which is present in the tissue extracts.